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COUNTRY Brazil and Colombia

cITY Curitiba and Bogota

URBAN SCALE City/metropolitan scale

KEY ISSUES Integrated transportation planning,

bus rapid transit

SUCCESSFUL BRT SYSTEMS (Bus Rapid Transit)
have been developed in Curitiba, Brazil and Bogo-
ta, Colombia, as part of an integrated land use and
transportation approach. Following these exam-
ples, BRT systems have been introduced in almost
200 cities globally (www.brtdata.org).

In Curitiba, an integrated land-use and trans-
portation plan was adopted in 1968, for future ex-
pansion of the city along a linear axis with public
transport routes in the centre. The fully integrated
route network has constantly been upgraded with
e.g. express and feeder lines as well as incorporation
of new technologies, e.g. hybrid and electric buses.
The entire system and different buses are colour
coded: red for express buses, yellow for suburban
feeder buses, and green for inter-district buses link-
ing the concentric suburbs.

The transport system is supported by bus sta-
tions and terminals that also serve as community
and commercial centres, and revitalisation of ar-
eas around the larger terminals provide additional
services, which in turn promote more use of pub-
lic transport. Since these areas are accessible to
many people, they become commercially viable and
generate revenue, which goes back into the public
transport system.

The public transport system with its bi-articu-
lated buses and integrated (electronic) ticketing
system, is used by over 1 million passengers daily

and covers approximately 46% of the transport
need in the city. The public transport system has
contributed to the city enjoying lower levels of air
pollution, reduced congestion, and a pleasant and
attractive urban environment.

The Transmilenio Bus Rapid Transit system
in Bogota is a cost-effective transport solution that
serves as a model for other cities. The system fea-
tures dedicated lanes, large doors to permit rapid
boarding and disembarking, and bus stops similar
to subway stations. According to the World Bank,
the BRT connects different parts of the city, and im-
plemented in three phases it covers 114 kilometers,
including bike-parking sites, parking spaces, and
a gondola lift system. Following the BRT develop-
ment, average travel time has decreased by 32%, tax
revenues and property values along the main line
have increased, air quality has improved, and road
fatalities have decreased.
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9. Tangshan Bay Eco-City, China

COUNTRY China

cITY Tangshan Bay Eco-City
URBAN SCALE City/Comprehensive level
KEY ISSUES

THE TANGSHAN BAY ECO-CITY Project is strategi-
cally located in the centre of a potentially strong
regional development context, embracing Tianjin,
Qinhuanghou and Tangshan. The development of
southern Tangshan is based on the development of
a new international deep-sea harbour, and a large
industrial area that will demonstrate ‘a closed-loop
economy.

Nine central features are the basis for planning
and design of the Eco-City, reflecting a holistic and
interdisciplinary approach to sustainable urban de-
velopment. The Eco-City has a compact and varied
mixed-use structure, in which different layers are
interwoven to create an inspiring entity. The urban
nodes serve as centres for city districts and have dis-
tinct profiles such as innovation, trade, science and
sports.

The urban functional mix contributes to an in-
novative atmosphere that has a positive influence
on both business and culture. The structure sup-
ports the development of sustainable transporta-
tion modes, prioritising walking, cycling and public
transportation. The green and blue structures are
integral parts of the public space.

The climate-neutral energy systems are based
on achieving the lowest possible energy demand
through construction of energy-efficient buildings
and systems. Renewable power is produced locally,
mainly by wind turbines and waste incineration,
with the option of increasing other renewable en-
ergy sources such as solar cells and tidal energy.

The ecocycle model includes proposals for inte-
grated management of energy, waste and water, and
the use of upgraded biogas as a vehicle fuel. One
advantage is the possibility to use upgraded biogas
as a vehicle fuel. Public awareness and information
are combined with user-friendly systems. The city
has a general structure that allows for rapid or slow
implementation, and also variation in the division

Eco-city, integrated planning, environment

For more information, see

https://en.tangshan.gov.cn/

and design of blocks and buildings. The integrated
urban environment aims to support quality of life,
liveability, social security, inclusion and health.
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IMAGES Viablecities.se

Sweden
Multiple
City/comprehensive level

COUNTRY

CITY

URBAN SCALE

KEY ISSUES
climate contracts

VIABLE CITIES IS A SWEDISH NETWORK ORGANI-
SATION founded in 2017 with a mission to achieve
climate neutral cities by 2030. It gathers 48 Swedish
cities, six government agencies and a number of re-
search institutions. The program office is staffed by
KTH - Royal Institute of Technology, Lund Univer-
sity, RISE - Research institute of Sweden, and SEI
- Stockholm Environment Institute. Since 2022,
there is an equivalent at EU level with 112 cities
working towards the same mission.

Viable Cities takes a holistic approach to sus-
tainable urban development meaning that every-
one in society must be involved in order to make the
necessary changes: entrepreneurs and researchers,
politicians and civil servants, organizations and
ordinary people. It is particularly important digi-
tization and digital tools contribute to the major
change in various ways.

Viable Cities focus on Swedish municipalities
because they are in a great position to involve local
actors and make decisions within their geographi-
cal area. In addition to the municipality, larger
companies are also important for the local transi-
tion journey, such as SSAB in Borldnge, the petrole-
um industry in Gothenburg, or Volvo in Mariestad.

Examples of com-
mitments made by

Mariestad municipality
. "

Sustainable transports
for commuters; zero

J plan for pedestrian and

bicycle networks in the municipality; enhanced energy efficiency

= in their 2024 Climate
J @ Contract are:
emissions from heavy
construction vehicles; a
in public buildings through better insulation, green energy solu-
tions, and low energy lighting solutions.

The Climate City Contract 2030 tool is the hub of
this joint effort of Viable Cities. Each city collects its
climate and sustainability commitments in the con-
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Climate neutrality, strategic planning,

tract, which is revised and signed every year. The
Climate Contract is a binding long-term political
commitment signed by the highest political level in
the municipality. It includes concrete goals, indica-
tors and targets, and describes investment priori-
ties needed to advance climate neutrality faster.

The six authorities and Viable Cities describe
in the contract how they will support the cities’ lo-
cal transition journeys. The 48 cities in the climate
contract initiative have countless efforts underway
to contribute to all of this. They are working to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions, to save energy, to
build better, to create sustainable mobility for all,
to engage more people, to govern and lead in new
ways. And they are all sharing their experiences to
work together to create a new normal of climate-
neutrality. It is believed that when cities join forces
- whether in terms of monitoring, governance, pro-
curement or mobility - the opportunities to acceler-
ate the transition increase. Scaling up and sharing
knowledge sends clearer signals to the market, and
gives decision-makers more confidence and legiti-
macy to take bold steps.

In 2022, the concept of Climate City Contract
was introduced to the Turkish city of Mersin by the
SALAR International project Resilience in Local
Governance, as part of a process inspired by the
SymbioCity Approach. Mersin is a big port city in
the south-east of Tiirkiye which has established a
Green Transition Centre to support city stakehold-
ers to reduce carbon emissions and work for green
transition in various ways, including offering train-
ings to local businesses on the European Green
Deal.

i

W

.

»Think Green for the World,

Mersin NGO meeting Mersin international port
(https://www.e-greenworld.org/mersin-
meeting/)



COUNTRY Kenya

CITY Nairobi

URBAN SCALE Urban area / community

KEY ISSUES Integrated planning, slum upgrading,

community engagement

MAKURU INFORMAL SETTLEMENT, located in the
industrial area south of Nairobi Central Business
District (CBD), is one of the largest in Nairobi and
the home of approximately 100,000 households
suffering from insecure tenure, inadequate housing
and access to basic services.

Initiated in 2017, the community-driven Muk-
uru Special Planning Area (SPA) aimed to improve
the living conditions through an inclusive and
transformative approach, inviting not only resi-
dents and local government, but also some 40 or-
ganisations from civil society, academic institutions
and private sector.

The initiative has set a precedent for participa-
tory upgrading, indicating a significant shift in rec-
ognizing that conventional planning lacks the ca-
pacity to address the multifaceted issues in slums,
necessitating active community involvement.

To drive this initiative, an ‘integrated develop-
ment plan’ was prepared in alignment with commu-
nity needs, generating specific sector plans finalized
with Nairobi City County. The involvement of Muk-
uru’s residents has been paramount throughout the
planning phase, and all members of the community
had the right to participate in consultations, which

The 8 planning consortia

Mukuru SPA

Planning Consortiums

00

O

were organized under the SPA framework, allowing
residents to voice their concerns and collaborate
with local representatives.

The planning process was organized into eight
consortia led by various departments of Nairobi
City County, with each group contributing by gath-
ering and analyzing situational data. Their efforts
were directed towards ensuring that community
insights were combined with financial, legal, and
spatial realities to create a comprehensive plan in
response to the challenges.

Mukuru’s current situation is deeply rooted in
historical factors that have shaped the settlement
and influenced state responses to its challenges.
The initiative was founded upon years of commu-
nity engagement, research, and collaborative initia-
tives involving various stakeholders, and serves as
an example of new models of community organisa-
tion.

The vision for Mukuru represents a broader
aspiration of creating inclusive cities, in this case
Kenyan federation of slum dwellers), Akiba Mashi-
nani Trust (fund), and Slum Dwellers International
Kenya (SDI).

1. Housing, Infrastructure & Commerce
2. Education, Youth Affairs & Culture
3. Health Services

4. Land & Institutional Frameworks
5. Water, Sanitation & Energy

7. Environment and Natural resources
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12. Umead, Sweden — Gender Responsive Urban Development

Sweden
Umeé
City/municipal

COUNTRY

CITY

URBAN SCALE

KEY ISSUES
planning and design, governance

THE SWEDISH CITY OF UMEA has taken a number of
deliberate steps to advance gender equality, serving
as an example for creating inclusive urban environ-
ments where men and women have equal possibili-
ties to influence societal structures and their individ-
ual lives. Originally introduced in 1978, the current
form of the Gender Equality Committee in the City
Council was established in 1994 and is responsible
for assessing and integrating gender equality meas-
ures into the municipal administration.

The municipality has adopted a »gendered
landscape« approach, which advocates for a nu-
anced understanding of gender power dynamics, e.g.
through gender-segregated data and analysis, but
also through dialogues that inform public service
delivery and urban planning. Initiatives like the gen-
dered landscape bus tours, is one way to identify and
address gender inequalities in urban planning and
design. Umea’s efforts include the improvement of

Aspects of the gendered landspace

Inclusive development, gender responsive

For more information, see

https://www.umea.se/

public spaces and the perception of security among
its residents, especially women and girls, who often
modify their travel routes due to safety concerns. In-
creasing the number of people in public spaces is one
strategy to enhance safety.

One of the signature initiatives to enhance gen-
der responsive urban planning and design, is the es-
tablishment of the »Free Zone«, a welcoming social
space designed to be accessible and inclusive for all.
The layout and design reflect the needs of the com-
munity, especially young women, including seating
arrangements and visibility. The space encourages
social interaction and cultural expressions, with in-
stallations and decorations by local youth.

Umed has won national and international rec-
ognition and serves as an example of sustainable
urban development that recognises and prioritises
the importance of gender equality in urban devel-
opment, in particular in the provision of public
space that takes local needs into account.

Gender segregated
labour market

Economic
conditions

How we transport
ourselves

Men'’s violence
against women

= How we spend our
free time

IMAGE UMea.se
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COUNTRY Sweden

cITY Malmo

URBAN SCALE City-wide / municipal

KEY ISSUES Public awareness, public space,

community engagement

MALMO IN THE MAKING is an initiative launched
by the city of Malmo alongside the designation
of Copenhagen as the UNESCO World Capital of
Architecture in 2023.

Malmé in the making aims to explore the role
and enhance the significance of the city’s urban
space, architecture, and culture in shaping urban
development. At the time, the initiative was built
upon three main components: public discussions
on future living environments, engagement of the
residents, and an interdisciplinary call for proposals
focused on local neighbourhoods.

As an initiative aiming to spur advocacy, en-
gagement and raise awareness, it featured a diverse
range of events and activities implemented across
the city, developed in collaboration with local stake-
holders from architecture, academia, business, and
cultural sectors. The contribution from various ac-
tors to the public programme also demonstrated an
interest and commitment to community involve-
ment and dialogue.

The Power of Places, an integral part of Malmo
in the making, was shaped as an open call and
featured a collaborative effort between the City of

»Malmé in the making« — activities

Malmo and the Swedish Architecture and Design
Centre (ArkDes), with support of the Society for the
Preservation of Cultural Heritage and Green Parks
in Malmo. It focused on the further development of
the neighbourhoods of Rosengard and Nyhamnen,
each with unique geographical characteristics and
developmental needs and where the City of Malmo
actively was involved in urban planning and devel-
opment processes.

From the open call, two interdisciplinary teams
were selected to make an inventory of the two ar-
eas, explore new ways of working and identify in-
novative solutions and practices for future urban
development. For example, the team working on
Nyhamnen explored possibilities for re-activation
of the area and the creation of new social meeting
places by taking local greenery, material and the ur-
ban fabric into account.

Malmo in the making demonstrates opportu-
nities to foster community dialogue on urban spac-
es and architecture, emphasizing inclusive and par-
ticipatory development and the cultural meanings
of urban landscapes.
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In a rapidly urbanising world, a holistic approach to urban
development is more critical than ever to meet the 2030
development agenda. Sustainable urbanisation requires
a systemic transition towards a green and circular urban
future, accelerated climate action, and an effective and
efficient use of available economic, natural and other
resources. Holistic and visionary urban development,
nourished by inclusion, synergies, innovation and trans-
formative solutions, provides the basis for current and
future generations to enjoy a prosperous and inclusive
urban future. Addressing spatial inequalities and the way
our cities and towns are organised is key in ensuring
urban environs where human well-being, rights and
needs are met.

The SymbioCity Approach promotes a paradigm shift
towards sustainable urbanisation, where national to
locally-led urban development initiatives build upon
human-centric and value-driven processes for all to enjoy
the benefits of social, economic and environmental devel-
opment.

The SymbioCity Approach is a Swedish Government
initiative promoting sustainable urbanisation worldwide,
informed by Swedish knowledge and innovation, and with
a significant local governance perspective. Since 2012,
the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions
(SALAR), through SALAR International, has functioned

as the secretariat for the SymbioCity Approach and its
global application.

The SymbioCity Approach 2026 is the 2nd edition of the
methodology originally published in 2012. We hope this
publication inspires and strengthens your work toward
vibrant, resilient urban communities.

: Qi“z Swedish Association SALAR International ¢

Of Local AUthorItles A part of the Swedish Association
and Regions of Local Authorities and Regions




